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Hello Bee Ridge friends, 

A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one day and said, “Lord, I would like to know what 
Heaven and Hell are like.”  

The Lord led the holy man to two doors. He opened one of the doors and the holy man looked in. In the 
middle of the room was a large round table. In the middle of the table was a large pot of stew which 

smelled delicious, and made the holy man’s mouth water. The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly. They ap-
peared to be famished. They were holding spoons with very long handles that were strapped to their arms, and each found it 
possible to reach into the pot of stew and take a spoonful; but because the handle was longer than their arms, they couldn’t get 
the spoons back into their mouths. The holy man shuddered at the sight of their misery and suffering. The Lord said, “You have 
seen Hell.” 

They went to the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same as the first one. There was the large round table with 
the large pot of stew which again made the holy man’s mouth water. The people were equipped with the same long-handled 
spoons, but here the people were well nourished and plump, laughing and talking. The holy man said, “I don’t understand.” 

“It is simple,” said the Lord,” it requires only one skill. You see, they have learned to feed each other; the greedy think only of 
themselves.” 

In this Easter season, as we celebrate God’s incredible and miraculous gift to us in the risen Christ, we can hear Jesus’ voice to 
his disciples, and to us: “Love one another.” Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice – for us.  

Are we teaching and living it at home?  Love one another. 

Are we teaching and living it in schools?  Love one another. 

Are we teaching and living it in our workplaces?  Love one another. 

Are we teaching and living it in our neighborhoods, with everyone whose path we cross? Love one another. 

In this turbulent chaotic world, rife with unrest, we have many choices - which path to take, what voice to follow.  

In this Easter time of new beginnings and new hope, may we hear only Jesus’ voice, reminding us to love one another. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Penny 
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PIANO FRIENDS 

Piano Friends Concert a Success! 

Piano Friends held their Annual April Meeting at our 
church, on the 28th, 1:30 pm in the Main Sanctuary.  It’s was 
a thrill to play on center stage under the spotlights - especial-
ly for the amateur pianists, of which I am one!   

 We had a good crowd of 55 audience mem-
bers.  There were so many pianists (18!) that we took a 15 
minute intermission for water and cookies under the oak tree 
– the weather was ideal.  The afternoon was a little piece of 
paradise – complete with some familiar pieces, different 
ones, and even a sing-a-long! 

Plus 2 Special Guests:  Eleonora Lvov, International 
Virtuoso Concert Pianist; and Robin Skinner of the Glass 
Onion Band (Beatles cover band).  I’d say the crowd was 
WOWED! 

The reception in the Parlor was also a hit – people 
got to meet, greet and eat – we were ready by then! 

The Herald Tribune published our announcement of 
the performance for many weeks, the event was posted on 
Facebook and Eventbrite, and the signage around the 
church looked very inviting.  A love-of-piano-music “free will” 
donation contributed $144 to the church coffers. 

Submi ed by Debye Bernard 



The annual Peace River Presbyterian Women 
Retreat was held at the beautiful DaySpring Episcopal 
Retreat Center at Ellenton Monday March 12 and Tues-
day March 13.  Joyce Kelly, Kay Sanchez, Carol Chi-
odo, and Eunice Bishop attended either all 2 days or 
parts of the days.  Joyce and Kay slept in the bottom 
bunk bedroom with 9 other women on Monday night 
after a fun evening of Skip Bo card game. 

These pictures 
show the result 
of the study of 
Presbyterian 
Church creeds 
ranging from the 
1400s til current 
times.   

 

 

 

Groups at the 9 or so tables were directed to 
make a banner depicting the focus of the particular 
creed that they were assigned.  Some were more intri-
cate than others but we all relearned how to cut and 
paste felt!  Our group was lucky to have our preschool 
director, Joyce, and our retired educator, Carol, on the 
team! 

Other portions of the days were inspiring as we 
heard messages from 3 outstanding women ministers 
focusing us on God's Guiding Hands, Meditation, and 
our "Journey".  We were blessed to hear from a young 

woman who will soon be starting on her third overseas 
assignment as a Missionary Nanny.  You can google that 
organization name and find out the wonderful work that 
the nannies do as they live with the missionary families 
and help in many ways caring for the children and assist-
ing in running their households.  We learned a lot we did-
n't know. 

There was a variety of programs to fill the days as 
well as interacting with women from other churches as far 
south as Naples and north as Bradenton and Palmet-
to.  Barbara Borderieux retreat director did a great job of 
engaging all of us in learning, faith building, worship and 
fun.  Music by Mary Webb, pianist, of First Presbyterian 
Sarasota.  Music directing by Susy Scholl of Church of the 
Palms. 

 

We attended Sunrise service on the beautiful cold 
Tuesday morning at 730 a.m.  Joyce, Kay and friend Ja-
net Harris were warm and blessed by singing Morning 
Has Broken along with the other 20 or so early risers. 

PW RETREAT 

Submi ed by Kay Sanchez 



The PRAYER and SHARE devotion time will 
return to Bee Ridge!  

Come and be a part of returning to this Bee 
Ridge tradition of prayer and reflection every Wednes-
day at 9:30 A.M. in the Parlor beginning Wednesday 
April 18.  The group usually lasts only ½ hour or so 
and will get the day started just right. 

Prayer and Share goes way back to the 1970s 
when Joyce Stobbs’ Mother Helen Tindall led the 
group.  She was followed in leadership by faithful 
friend Hildie Kovitz, then by Susan Patton who provid-
ed leadership for this group until her health failed. 

Bee Ridge continues to be a praying and 
faithful church and wants to get Prayer and Share go-
ing again!  Kay Sanchez, Joyce Kelly, and Joyce 
Stobbs will facilitate the group.  

Men and women are encouraged and wel-
come to attend to hear a short devotion then share in 
prayers of concern and praise to God.  Silent and spo-
ken prayers are always welcome! 

PRAYER AND SHARE 

Submi ed by Kay Sanchez 

SUBMISSIONS FROM CONGRE‐

On A Prayer 
 

All children have wants 

they’ll beg and they’ll plead, 

not knowing the difference 

between “want” and “need.” 
 

But, parents who care  

will temper demands, 

selecting with wisdom 

what’s placed in young hands 
 

And slowly, with time 

kids learn to adjust, 

and listen to parents 

and give them their trust 
 

And so, we should trust 

when prayers to our Lord 

do not quickly gain 

a desired reward 
 

Secure in our faith 

that God has decreed 

that prayers shall be answered 

if “want” turns to “need.” 
 

- Bill Warren 



SARASOTA FIRST KOREAN 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Submi ed by Debye Bernard 

BEE RIDGE IS HAPPY TO WELCOME SARA-
SOTA FIRST KOREAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TO 
OUR CAMPUS!   

After happening upon Bee Ridge Presbyterian 
Church’s historic Little White Church set back at the corner 
of Proctor and McIntosh Roads, 4826 McIntosh Road, Sar-
asota, and seeing what a beautiful place of worship it was, 
the congregation very much wanted to hold services there.  
And they have!   

Starting April 1, 2018, Sarasota First Korean Pres-
byterian Church is leasing the historic Little White Church 
for worship service on Sunday mornings and will be using 
Key’s Hall after service when available.   

They are a small group focused on Bible study, 
worship, and fellowship since 2012.  Pastor Yong Hoon 
Kim has been serving their church since September 2017.  
He and his wife, Kyoung Hee Kim, have two sons, one of 
which is also a pastor in Korea.   

Pastor Kim attended Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary and has dedicated 20 years of his life to mission-
ary work in Mexico, Honduras and Korea.  Under his lead-
ership and guidance, they encourage spiritual growth and 
are leading more people to Jesus. 

The desire for a Sunday school for their four chil-
dren, has prompted our Session, through Elder Michelle 
Mullin, to get one started with those currently in our nurse-
ry. Our Nursery Staffer, Sharon Modery does a great job 
keeping everything moving along with more children in the 
nursery/Sunday school. 

Although a small group, you will find a warm and 
friendly congregation of believers.  They ask that you 
please pray for spiritual growth within their congregation, 

for the Lord to continually convert our hearts to love and 
serve others, and for us to trust and depend on Him. 

While the Little White Church is occupied Sunday 
mornings, it will still be available for weddings, memorial 
services, hymn sing, special services, etc. 

Please make sure to welcome them to our cam-
pus! 

 
The Korean Presbyterian Church in America, now Korean 

Presbyterian Church Abroad (changed name in 2012), is an inde-
pendent Presbyterian denomination in the United States and has a 
close relationship with the PC(USA) and the Korean Christian Church 
in Japan. It was founded in 1976 as a union of 3 Korean language 
Presbyteries. The mother church was the Presbyterian Church in 
Korea (TongHap). In 2004 it had 29,000 members and 263 congrega-
tions. According to the recent statistics it has 55,000 members and 
302 congregations. Since 2010 it formed an English speaking presby-
tery and is a member of the World Communion of Reformed Church-
es.  The official languages are English and Korean. The church uses 
the Westminster Confession and the Apostles Creed. 

BRPC’s Interim Pastor, Rev. Penny Pitts, welcomes Sarasota First 
Korean Presbyterian Church pastor, Rev. Yong Hoon Kim, on the 
porch of the historic Little White Church. 



CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Submi ed by Kay Sanchez 

When Bee Ridge’s Congregational Care Commit-
tee was formed over 20 years ago, inspired by Erma 
Young, the goal was to attempt to find a way to show care 
and to keep up with members and friends of the church.  
Care groups were set up with a Care Captain who main-
tained contact with 4 or 5 family units.  The current captains 
are: 

Lesley Ackroyd, Janette Stack, Karen Allen, 
Dawnmarie Daniels-Carsky, Sandy Lamberson, Kay 
Sanchez, Elaine Warren, Eileen Bowman, Marilyn Reck, 
Jean DeVito, and Laura Griffith. 

Captains are encouraged to make contact with 
their group, remembering birthdays, anniversaries and holi-
days.  Captains also can inform and encourage attendance 
at special meetings or church events.  

A Care Coach is assigned to each Captain and 
acts as a resource in case a question arises.  All infor-
mation shared in the groups is confidential and if there are 
problems, the captain is encouraged to notify the Pastor if 
indicated and approved by the member. Current Care 
Coaches are: 

Joyce Kelly, Dave Sanchez, Nancy Boyce. 
Nancy Boyce and Gordon Holmes can be seen on 

the first Sunday of a month serving orange juice after 
church as part of care and fellowship. 

Joyce Stobbs, the busy Queen Bee, is in 
charge of the Honey Bees who are assigned a 
shut in to visit or send cards to.  Honey Bees 
currently are Claire Paki, Sherry and Joe Lip-
son, Joyce Stobbs, Elaine and Bill Warren, 
Dave and Kay Sanchez. 

Other parts of this committee were set up with vol-
unteers who could be called on to provide transportation to 
doctor appointments or shopping.  Another aspect which 
utilizes volunteers is called Friends as Family and includes 
people who would be willing to take an occasional meal to 
someone just home from hospital or going through a rough 
time. 

Memorial Receptions are also included in this care 
effort.  This subcommittee organizes and prepares recep-
tions for friends or family after a Memorial service if the 
family requests. This part of the care depends on many 

people in the congregation who are willing to pro-
vide refreshments for receptions when asked by a 
committee member.  Bee Ridge is a very caring and 
responsive faith community. 

The Congregational Care Committee which 
includes the Pastor, coaches and any other interest-
ed folks meets at the call of the Moderators, Dave 
and Kay Sanchez.  While not usually needing a 
monthly meeting, there is still “work” going on updat-
ing lists, and reporting voiced needs to appropriate 
captains or minister. 

Erma Young 
 @ ECDK 



This month’s Unsung Hero is JOHN PUGH! 

I can a est to John Pugh’s woodworking “shop” 

since I got the grand tour – while it’s not big, it is 

neatly packed with the most “goodies” a wood‐a‐

phile could ever need.  Which is a good thing since 

he has gone beyond‐the‐beyond for our church’s 

wants and needs: 

 2 Banisters for the stage steps – he designed, cra ‐

ed, and installed the oak w/walnut inserts for safe 

access up and down the steps 

1 Banister where the organ used to be – same look 

as above and for safety sake 

Wall at end of choir lo  – built, installed, drywalled 

and wall papered – to keep choir safe from falling 

off the deep end of the chancel. 

Name tags – a er several a empts to convince the 

church of the necessity, once it was approved, he 

ordered them and had them made….and now we 

can’t imagine “us” without “them”. 

Oak Pew Crosses – a er several pews were re‐

moved from the main sanctuary, I suggested a 

fundraiser of crosses made by “Pugh of Pews”.  He 

designed them, cannibalized the pews for solid oak, 

and hand cra ed each and every 100 of them just 

in  me for our 100th Anniversary Celebra on.  

They are s ll for sale if you’d like a piece of our 

church for your home. 

Bap smal Font – since it was very hard to maneu‐

ver, he installed large casters on it for easy move‐

ment. 

Communion Table – Since we already had a table 

taking up space in the choir room, I suggested he 

“modify” it for our “new” table up front.  And he did:  

pared it down to a manageable size, highlighted the 

Alpha, Omega, and Holy Ghost details, added casters 

to make to moveable, and installed shelves inside for 

handy storage.  I believe his quote was, “I could have 

built a new one from scratch for a lot less  me and 

effort!” 

2 Pastor’s tables – Inspired by the pulpit design, one 

sits on the stage in between the 2 chairs for the Bible 

and hymnbooks, etc. 

Perhaps, when he and Shirley return from Ohio, we 

could put our heads together and come up with a 

design for a Victor Lundy, 1960’s‐inspired, table for 

the entrance of the church – but don’t tell him, I 

want to surprise him! 



Dear God, 

Thank you for your endless provisions of grace and mer-
cy. We come to you today to li  up every woman who 
answers to the name of “mom.” We ask that you supply 
each one with the strength they need for those difficult 
days. Give them wisdom to know when to encourage 
and when to correct their children. Supply them with an 
extra dose of pa ence. Remind them that children are a 
heritage and a reward from You (Psalm 127:3 CSB), and 
shower them with special moments they can cherish. 
Lord, we also ask that you draw them close to you daily. 
Remind them of their worth in Your eyes - that they, too, 
are cherished children of a loving Father. We pray for 
contentment in this very special calling. May every mom 
realize that this is a mission from You, one that brings 
truly great rewards in the end. 

Amen 

(h ps://www.dayspring.com/ar cles/category/mothers‐day/a‐
blessing‐for‐moms) 

What a be er  me than Mother’s Day to 
honor  the  women  who  have  impacted 
your  spiritual  journey?  Take  me  to  let 
them know how much they mean to you. 



A 15TH CENTURY GERMAN DEPICTION OF PENTE‐
COST 

On the Day of Pentecost we celebrate the gi  
of  the  Holy  Spirit  descending  in  a  mighty  rush  of 
wind and flame to inspire the church’s proclama on 
of  Christ’s  rising  and  to  empower  its  mission  and 
ministry to the world. (See Acts 2:1‐13; see also Joel 
2:28‐32.) 

The no on of  Easter  as  a  season of  50 days 
ending  at  Pentecost  is  pa erned  a er  the  ancient 
Jewish  fes val  of  seven  weeks  that  extended  from 
the beginning of  the barley  harvest  (on  the  second 
day  a er  the  beginning  of  Passover)  to  the  end  of 
the wheat harvest at the Fes val of Weeks or Shavu-
ot (see Deuteronomy 16:9‐12). The Fes val of Weeks 
later  came  to  be  called  Pentecost  (“50th  day”)  by 
Greek  speaking  Jews.  In  Jewish  tradi on,  Shavuot 
also marks  the  giving  of  the  law  to Moses  at  Sinai; 
this  liturgical  link  may  inform  Paul’s  discussions  of 
the law and the Spirit (see Romans 8, 2 Corinthians 3 
and Gala ans 3). 

 

PENTECOST IS NEW CREATION 
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Wor-
ship (Geneva Press, 2003, 117-119): 

According  to  the  Day  of  Pentecost  story  in 
Acts  2:1‐13,  God  gave  the  gi   of  the Holy  Spirit  to 
empower  witnesses  to  the  resurrec on.  Sounds 
from heaven, cosmic language, the rush of a mighty 
ruach  (wind,  spirit,  breath)  invaded  the  house  in 
which the apostles gathered, and appeared to them 
as a burning fire. Tongues of fire touched their nerve 
centers.  A  power  —  the  unseen  power  of  God  — 
moved  among  them  and  gripped  them.  The  Holy 
Spirit  is unseen,  like the wind, which is why the Old 
Testament calls it ruach YHWH, “the wind, or breath, 
of God” (cf. John 3:8). The Spirit  is the “unseenness 
of God” working among us. 

According to Joel  (2:28‐29) the ruach  is  to 
open  everybody  to  God’s  future.  People  young 
and old will dream and will have visions of hope; 
they  will  be  able  to  loose  themselves  from  the 
way things are now, because God is establishing a 
whole  new  economy  of  crea on.  The  Holy  Spirit 
breaks us out of our preoccupa on with ourselves 
and frees us to serve neighbors, loosens our grasp 
on possessions, and sets us to loving people. New 
crea on is what Joel is talking about. Pentecost is 
new crea on. 

The book of Acts tells the story of the out‐
come of Pentecost’s new crea on: people witness 
in word and in deed to the risen Christ. At the out‐
set, the newborn church immediately tumbled out 
into the streets to witness to God’s mighty works 
in  the  languages of people all over  the world. By 
the end of the story, a  ny, Spirit‐filled community 
of  faith  that  broke  from  its  present  order  has 
spread across the con nents with incredible pow‐
er to bring new things into being. With the gi  of 
the Spirit, all things are possible. … 

Therefore,  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  we 
celebrate God’s gi  of Holy Spirit which draws us 
together as one people, helps us  to  comprehend 
what God is doing in the world, and empowers us 
to  proclaim,  in  word  and  in  deed,  God’s  plan  of 
reconciling  all  people  in  the  name  of  Christ 
(Ephesians 1:10). 

Without  the  gi   of  the  Spirit,  Christ’s 
church dries up and withers away, and we are le  
with only  our  broken  selves. With  the  gi   of  the 
Spirit,  all  things  are  possible.  A  spirit‐filled  com‐
munity of  faith opens eyes to needs  in  the world 
and sees its missing as God’s new people. The Day 
of Pentecost  is  the climax of  the Great Fi y Days 
of Easter, celebra ng as it does the gi  of the Spir‐
it to the body of Christ — the church. 

h ps://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/
worship/chris anyear/pentecost/  

May 20, 2018 




