
BEE KIRK BUGLE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

Hello Bee Ridge friends, 

Backstage at a circus mo va onal speaker Jim 
Donovan no ced that the elephants were 
kept in place by nothing stronger than a thin 
rope that ed one leg to a stake in the ground. 
Puzzled, Donovan asked one of the trainers 
what prevented these powerful animals from 
just snapping the rope and running away. 

The trainer answered, “The elephants are raised in cap v-
ity. They are kept like that from an early age when they’re 
much smaller and weaker. They get so accustomed to the 
fact that they can’t break the rope that they eventually 
stop trying. When they are fully grown, they never 
a empt to pull themselves free. 

Like the elephants, many of us go through life hanging 
onto a belief that we cannot do something simply be-
cause we failed at it in the past. Have you avoided trying 
something new because of a limi ng belief? Worse, how 
many of us are being held back by someone else’s limi ng 
beliefs? 

Don’t let yourself be held prisoner by beliefs and expecta-
ons that are no longer true – if they ever were. During 

this Easter me of new life and fresh beginnings, I encour-
age you to be open to changes in Bee Ridge’s future, and 
to leave the past in the dust. Let’s embrace our future, 
whatever that may look like, and be present as a church 
family, in fellowship and love. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Penny 
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P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R C H 

APRIL 2018 



 

Sunday, Apr 1, 2018 
7a Sunrise Service in Memorial Garden 

8:45 a Easter Brunch and Egg Hunt 
9a Choir Practice 

10a Service in Main Sanctuary 
11a Coffee, Cookies, & Conversation 

 

Thursday Apr 5, 2018 
 9a Coordinating Team Meeting 

10a  Membership Committee Meeting 
 

Sunday, Apr 8, 2018 
10a Communion Service in Main Sanctuary  

 

Monday Apr 9, 2018 
 10a  Membership Committee Meeting 

 

Tuesday Apr 10, 2018 
 10a  PW Circle meets in the Parlor 

6:30 p 4-H meets in Keys Hall 
  7p  PW Circle meets @ the Livingstons 

 

Thursday Apr 12, 2018 
 10a Worship Committee Meeting 

 

Friday Apr 13, 2018 
4:30p Spaghetti Dinner 

 
 

Monday, Apr 16, 2018 
 6:30p Southfield HOA Meeting 

 

Tuesday, Apr 17, 2018 
  2p Business Committee Meeting 

4:30p  Mission Outreach Committee Meeting 
 
 

Tuesday, Apr 24, 2018 
11:30a  Birthday Bunch Lunch 

7p Session Meeting 
 
 

Saturday Apr 28, 2018 
1:30p Piano Friends Concert in Main Sanctuary 

Wedding (LWC) 
 

Sunday Apr 29, 2018 
CENTS A BILITY SUNDAY  

 

WEEKLY 
Thursdays 10a Balance Class 

Sundays 9 a Choir Practice 
Sundays 10 a Worship Service 

Sundays 11 a Coffee, Cookies, & Conversation 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 

PIANO FRIENDS FREE CONCERT 
Pro‐Am pianists play their favorite music‐of‐the‐month 

Saturday April 28, 2018 
1:30 pm 

Main Sanctuary 
 

SPECIAL GUESTS 

Eleonora Lvov 

Interna onal virtuoso concert pianist & instructor 
 

Robin Skinner 

Founder, Beatles cover band, the Glass Onion, &  
classical pianist 

 
Recep on—Albri on Center Parlor 

 

Love-of-Piano Music Dona on 
To support church overhead 

 
For more info: 
Debye Bernard 

axhandle@comcast.net | 504-3818 
 

Everybody’s Invited! 
 

Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church 
4826 McIntosh Road, Sarasota 



The program for the PW Gathering on March 6th   
featured Cindie Moore, the U.S. liaison for the Asso-
cia on of Mam Chris an Women for Development.  
Women in the Associa on are named Mams which is 
one of the Guatemala indigenous groups whose lan-
guage is recognized by the Guatemalan government. 
Cindie travels frequently to Guatemala to focus on 
various problems in that poor area.  One of the many 
challenges in these areas is that cooking is done over 
fires on the dirt floor of their homes.  The health is-
sues are the thick smoke causing eye and lung irrita-

on, and the fear of children near the flames who 
fall and receive severe burns.  Cindie spoke to us 
about the safe stoves which have been developed to 
cut down on these issues.  She has spoken to several 
of our churches in Sarasota. In 2016, women in the 
U.S. began contribu ng to provide these stoves.  

 In Sarasota, First Presbyterian, Pine Shores and 
Church of the Covenant have been generous in giv-
ing.  As we learn more about the safe stoves we are 
encouraged to contribute to this important cook 
stove project.  Each Mam woman pays $40 towards 
the total cost of $160 for the stove.  The remaining 
$120 is covered by dona ons.  Bee Ridge’s Martha 
Circle voted to contribute $120 out of their 
“sunshine fund” in February. Cindie brought an ex-
ample of such a stove to the Gathering! 

Cindie’s previous focus a few years ago was to se-
cure dona ons for sewing machines to make possi-
ble a sewing school for women and girls so that by 
learning a trade they could bring needed income for 

their family. The 2 sewing schools remain a success-
ful source of income for women to be independent 
in caring for their children.  Our late friend Susan 
Pa on became a friend to Cindie at one of her 
speaking engagements and became a  generous do-
nor to the sewing school cause before her death. 

APRIL MEETINGS TO BE AWARE OF: 
Thursday April 5 Coordina ng Team  

9:00 AM in the Parlor 

Tuesday April 10 Circles meet   

10:00 AM in the parlor  

and  

7 PM in the parlor  

Tuesday April 17 PW Gathering in Keys Hall 

All are welcome to a end.  Invite a friend! 

Baked Potato Bar Lunch  Dona on $3.00  Brownies 
and ice cream provided by CT Hostesses 

Program is “APRIL SHOWER” FOR MISION PENIEL.   

We will be packing the personal care items that have 
been collected since February for Mision Peniel   A 

trip to Immokalee will be planned to deliver the 
items and tour the facili es later in April or May. 

The Least Coin offering will be  

collected and dedicated.  

The slate of officers for 2018-2019 will be presented. 



All Faiths Food Banks  

Campaign Against Summer Hunger  

No one can tell hunger by the face of a child. Be-
cause smiles mask it and laughter muffles it, child 
hunger is decep ve, and it exists everywhere. Each 
year across Sarasota and DeSoto Coun es, school 
nutri on programs provide children in need with 
up to ten healthy meals each week. But when 
schools close for the summer, how will these chil-
dren find the help they need?  

This April, All Faiths Food Bank will be leading its 
Campaign Against Summer Hunger for the fi h 
year running. The Campaign has become the com-
munity’s strongest line of defense against child 
hunger during the summer months.  

 “When the school year ends, hunger begins for 
21,000 students in Sarasota County” has been the 
message and mo va on behind the Campaign 
Against Summer Hunger. Unfortunately, the num-
ber is far greater when you include the younger 
brothers and sisters of these students that are not 
yet in the system, and the almost 5,000 children in 
DeSoto County. Conserva vely, the total number 
of kids at risk over the summer could exceed 
40,000.  

Hunger is a health issue that causes children to 
lose ground and start school behind everyone else. 
These setbacks have lifelong consequences. Proper 
nutri on goes beyond just providing a plate of 
food, it plays a key role in improving educa onal 
outcome and, most importantly, a child’s chances 
in life. Providing meals throughout the summer 

help to keep children on the pathway to success.  

With the compassionate help of donors, volunteers 
and more than 150 community partners, the food 
bank is determined to reach more children, with 
more nutri ous food, than ever before. Summer hun‐
ger is a problem that we can solve together. That’s 
why this year, the Campaign Against Summer Hunger 
returns once again from April 1st un l May 15th.   

You can be a hunger hero and help feed hungry chil-
dren this summer:  

Donate  

Volunteer  

Host a food and fund drive  

For more info on how to be a summer hunger hero 
visit allfaithsfoodbank.org 

For any ques ons regarding the campaign please con-
tact Denise Cotler at dcotler@allfaithsfoodbank.org 
or on 941-315-7671 



MISSION OUTREACH 
Submi ed by Joe Hochadel, chair 

Submi ed by Carol Chiodo 

SMALL  
LOCAL MISSION UPDATE 

HELP BEE RIDGE CHURCH SUPPORT  
MISSION PENIEL 

Peace River Presbytery supports Mision Peniel , a 
mission that connects migrant farmworkers to 
faith communi es and the world.  Bee Ridge Pres-
byterian Church has supported Mision Peniel with 
contribu ons of rice and beans for a while, espe-
cially last year during our Celebra on 2017 Anni-
versary.   Bee Ridge’s Presbyterian Women’s 
Group (PW) decided to respond to an ar cle in 
the Peace River Presbytery newsle er ci ng Mis-
ion Peniel’s con nuing cri cal needs.  We were 
pleased to offer our Bee Ridge congrega on the 
opportunity to par cipate in collec ng personal 
hygiene products for these workers.  During the 
months of February and March we collected items 
from the following list: 

TOOTHBRUSH 
TOOTHPASTE 
DEODORANT 

SMALL SHAMPOO 
RAZORS 

SOAP 
LOTION 

Our PW April Gathering program is tled “April 
Shower for Mision Peniel” and we will be placing 
these items in Ziploc bags to be delivered to Mis-
ion Peniel later in the month. 
Look for Joyce Stobbs or Carol Chiodo if you have 
any ques ons.   You’ll find us by the basket! 

American Cancer  
Society’s  

Relay For Life  
Saturday, May 19, 2018, noon-

11 p.m. 
Van Wezel 

777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 

Opening Ceremony ‐ 12PM 

We kick off the event by honoring everyone who's been affected 
by cancer and everyone who has contributed to the success of this 

year's “Relay For Life” season. 

 Following Opening Ceremony…  

Survivor/Caregiver Walk   
We honor Survivors and Caregivers strength and courage  

with every step they take.  
It doesn't ma er if you were diagnosed  

10 days ago or  10 years ago,  
“walk” while everyone gathers together to cheer you on. 

Luminaria Ceremony ‐ 9PM 

Each light represents a life—a life taken by cancer, a survivor of 
cancer, or a support for a person s ll figh ng the disease.  

It's a powerful demonstra on that gives people the opportunity to 
grieve but also offers comfort and hope. 

Closing Ceremony ‐ 10:45PM 
Our closing ceremony is the me to commit to take ac on and 

help lead the fight for a world free from cancer.  

Contact: Wendy Rivera,  
wendy.rivera@cancer.org  (941) 328-3757  



Submi ed by Dawnmarie Daniels‐Carsky, Clerk 

NOTES FROM SESSION 

The Mission Study Team has finished compiling 

our Mission Study and will be submi ng it to the 

Presbytery’s Commi ee on Ministry for their April 

Mee ng.   

Once the COM reviews the Mission Study, it 

will be presented to the congrega on and we will 

be ready to compile our MIF.  The MIF is similar to a 

job pos ng.  It is logged into a na onal database 

that matches our wants with candidates that have 

similar skills or a ributes. 

The nomina ng commi ee will be proposing 

candidates for the Pastor Search Commi ee in the 

coming months. 

Jean DeVito, Chair 

WORSHIP 

During this season of Lent, the Lenten Cross 
moved around the sanctuary represen ng the 40 day 
stay in the wilderness.  The cross was built by member 
Jerry Van Dyke.    

 

We had our Maundy Thursday service in the his-
toric Li le White Church. 

PUBLICITY 
Submi ed by Liz Ackroyd 

Breaking News!!! Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church 
now has a YouTube Channel! Tune in to view a com-
pila on of weekly sermons, music, and more! To 
find our Channel on your computer or mobile app, 
simply visit www.youtube.com and keyword search 
“Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church” in the YouTube 
search bar to find our Channel. We encourage you 
to Subscribe to the Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church 
Channel to get updates of our newest video entries 
by clicking on the Red Subscribe bu on. Looking for-
ward to sharing all the wonderful ways the Bee 
Ridge family celebrates God! 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Nursery Workers | Greeters for Sunday Service 

Ushers (offertory) | Lay Readers 
Buidings & Grounds 

Know someone in our congrega on who goes above 
and beyond?   

Email the Bugle Staff at  
marke ng@BeeRidgeChurch.org  

with “Unsung Hero” in the subject line.   
 

Tell us who and why.  We’ll randomly draw a name 
each month, highlight them  in the  bugle and on our 
Facebook Page! 

This month’s Unsung Hero is JOYCE STOBBS! 
One defini on of an “unsung hero” is a person 

who has done helpful things but hasn’t been 
acknowledged for doing them…Usually because they 
don’t do it to be thanked. 

When the Bugle editor invited members of the 
congrega on to nominate someone they thought 
should be recognized as “unsung”, I could think of 
several such people. Recently one specific person 
came to mind as I was made aware of the organized 
shelves, cabinets, and closets in the Keys Hall kitch-
en.  Joyce Stobbs spent part of every day for a whole 
week in February and cleaned, organized, and maybe 
threw away a few unnecessary items, to make the 
kitchen neat and sparkling! 

She was on a ladder one day when I happened 
by so I know for sure that cleaning was done top to 
bo om.  Those of us who are in the kitchen for food 
“events” can see what a wonderful difference her 
work has accomplished. 

Joyce is a person always with a project, an ener-
gizer bunny who works ‘ l a job is complete.  We 
who have known her for many years could name 
several areas that she has made be er, cleaner and 
maybe more fun.  I am thankful for her energy and 
her care for our church, her family, her friends and 
the world in general! - Kay Sanchez 

 
Joyce has been a member of 
Bee Ridge Presbyterian since 
1980 and during that me 
she has become a integral 
part of our BRPC family.  She 
heads up the Honey Bees, 
organizes  the Men’s Mys-
tery Lunch, provides 
transport, food, etc.  She is 
always lending a helping 
hand with a smiling face 

MEMBERSHIP 
Submi ed by Debye Bernard, Chair 

BRPC WELCOMES JIM AND HELEN WESSEL! 

Jim and Helen first came to Sarasota because of the Cincin-
na  Reds Spring Training.  They enjoyed the community enough 
to con nue wintering here for 10 years before moving to Sara-
sota full me in May of 2016.   

Music is a big part of their lives, with Helen enjoying easy 
listening and Jim preferring Jazz.  Thelonious Monk – Chris Bo  
as opposed to the more synthesized jazz.  Some of his earlier 
memories of enjoying jazz are ed to his college years where he 
enjoyed listening to jazz while studying.  Helen has enjoyed 
sharing her love of music by singing in her church choir as a so-
prano.  Both adore Jimmy Buffet music, which might be a ribut-
ed to reminiscing about their dozen Caribbean cruises.     

We’re told Helen makes a mean salad with lots of yummy 
veggies and loves to try new recipes.  Both share a love of low 
calorie Italian food and have reduced their red meat intake.  
Does that means there’s one less “Cheeseburger in Paradise” for 
these two?   

We’re glad you came to our “One Par cular Harbor” and 

look forward to ge ng to know you be er! 



We have a lovely 5 acre park like campus with 
mul ple buildings and it takes regular maintenance 
to keep it that way.  Over the past couple of weeks, 
there has been lots of ac vity on the BRPC campus.  
We circulated a list of things that needed to get done 
and people are answering the call, whether it be by 
tackling the task themselves or dona ng an item or 
service.   

Some of the things that have been happening 
are: 

 
LWC  

    1.    I replaced the steel rusted out side door with a 
fiberglass door (donated by Brenda Alsum).  Salvaged 
the original glass insert, replacing the ver cal win-
dow mullions on the exterior that had ro ed, cutout 
opening in new door and installed the insert.  New 
stainless steel ball bearing hinges (donated).  Re-
paired dry rot at bo om of both sides of 
door frame.  New door sweep on bo om 
(donated).  Lock guard on exterior to pre-
vent jimmying.  Painted door 2 coats. 
     2.    Installed lock guard on front entry door. 
     3.    Pressure washed front steps and landing. 
     4.    Leveled air condi oning compressor. 
 NURSERY 
    1.    Replaced and painted some damaged wood at 
a sill. 
    2.    Repaired some broken window blinds. 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 
Submi ed by Bruce Livingston 

 MEMORIAL GARDEN 

     1.    Daryl Alsum donated a pallet of mulch.  Bren-
da Alsum carried it to the garden and started 
spreading it around.  
      2.    Kay Sanchez finished spreading mulch and 
pruned bushes. 
      3.    I scrubbed, cleaned and pressure washed 
front fence. 

ALBRITTON CENTER 
    1.    Jerry VanDyke and I 
replaced the met-
al emergency exit door, re-
used panic bar and closer.  I 
painted 2 coats on exterior 
of door and frame. 
     2.    Cleaned out gu ers 
at porte cochere. 
     3.    Replaced burned out 
bulb at exterior over jani-

tor’s closet door. 
 MAIN CHURCH 
    1.    Dave Sanchez pruned bushes and weeded at 
area by front entry. 
    2.    Dave repaired a leak in the irriga on system.    
 

Thank you to everyone who has helped and con nue 
to help.  It truly takes a village! 


