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In the past year we have had the opportuni-

ty to look back on our history and examine our 

goals for the future.  We’ve met regularly for 

coffee, cookies, and conversa on and had the op-

portunity to welcome and get to know Pastor Penny 

Pi s as she led us through this introspec on.  Peo-

ple come into our lives for a reason, which we may 

or may not recognize at the me.  When Pastor 

Penny came we were anxious 

a er having been without a pas-

tor to call our own.  She came 

into our lives with a healing 

presence and helped calm our 

fears.  We will always be grate-

ful for her gi s and me here at 

Bee Ridge.   

We’ve been taught in 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 there is an ap-

pointed me for everything, and a me for every 

affair under the heavens.  As we begin our final ap-

proach toward the goal for our new pastor, we will 

be experiencing yet another change as we welcome 

our new bridge interim pastor.  Your Session is very 

enthusias c about Kathleen Weller joining us as of 

July 15th and leading us into the final stretch and 

acceptance of a new pastor.  Kathleen brings with 

her lots of experience not only as an interim but as 

a spiritual leader.  Her biography is on the next page 

and she maintains a blog en tled “The Cel c 

Monk.”   

With any significant change there are bound 

THANKSGIVING AND OUR HOPEFUL FUTURE 

to be hesita ons, concerns, etc., but we ask you 

to remember that God is leading us and where he 

leads, we are to follow.  Let us look at this transi-

on period as a me of hope and con nue to give 

thanks for our blessings while being excited as we 

move into the future.  This is truly and exci ng 

me.  Let this be our me to give birth to a new 

purpose, plant seeds of good, heal our hearts and 

minds, build our future, laugh 

at our mistakes as we dance 

at our successes, gather our 

thoughts and embrace our 

fears, seek guidance while 

keeping vigilant in our faith, 

sew new ideas and speak of 

our plans, love each other 

and enjoy the peace that only 

God can provide. 

We are fortunate to have the support of 

our Presbytery, a sister church willing to help us 

through the transi on, and a wonderful congrega-

on and a rich history.  The Pastor Nomina ng 

Commi ee (PNC) will be repor ng regularly re-

garding where we are with our process and we 

will hold more congrega onal town hall type in-

forma on sessions.  We can learn from our past 

as we build toward a future.   

“I command you: be strong and steadfast!  

Do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord, 

your God, is with you wherever you go.” ‐ 

Joshua 1:9 



CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
KETHLEEN WELLER. Pastor 

Pastor@BeeRidgeChurch.org 

THOMAS PIZZI, Music Director 

MusicDirector@BeeRidgeChurch.org 

ANGELA HALL, bookkeeper 

Accoun ng@BeeRidgeChurch.org 

SHERRY GEERS LIPSON, Office 

Office@BeeRidgeChurch.org 

TOM KOMAR, Custodian 
 

CORPORATE OFFICERS 
ROBERT DAISLEY—president 

BRUCE LIVINGSTON—vice president 
DAWNMARIE DANIELS‐CARSKY—secretary 

ELIZABETH ACKROYD*—treasurer  
pending congrega on approval 

 

SESSION  
ELIZABETH ACKROYD, Elder, class of 2018 

JOYCE KELLY, Elder, class of 2018 
MICHELLE MULLIN, Elder, class of 2018 

ART CHIODO, Elder, class of 2019 
JEFF ACKROYD, Elder, class of 2019 

JOE LIPSON, Elder, class of 2019 
BRENDA ALSUM, Elder, class of 2020 
DEBYE BERNARD, Elder, class of 2020 

LARRI GREATH, Elder, class of 2020 
DAWNMARIE DANIELS‐CARSKY, clerk of session 

  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
JANETTE STACK,  100 year anniversary 

DAWNMARIE DANIELS‐CARSKY, business 
BRUCE LIVINGSTON,  point, buildings & grounds 

VACANT, chris an educa on 
DAVE & KAY SANCHEZ, congrega onal care 

JOYCE KELLY, fellowship  
JOYCE STOBBS, honey bees 

DEBYE BERNARD, membership  
JOE HOCHADEL, mission outreach 

JOE LIPSON, nomina ng  
ART CHIODO, personnel 

CAROL CHIODO, presbyterian women 
LIZ ACKROYD, publicity/media 

JEAN DEVITO, worship  

MEET KATHLEEN WELLER 

 Kathleen is an M. Div. graduate 
of McCormick Seminary, Chica-
go and earned her Doctor of 
Ministry degree in Chris an 
Spirituality at Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary in Decatur, 
Georgia.  Addi onally, she 
trained in conflict management 

for churches, is a Benedic ne Oblate, and a cer -
fied Spiritual Director. 
 In 2009 Dr. Weller founded Peace River Spirituality 
Center.  The center offers individual spiritual direc-

on, church retreats, guided retreats, medita on 
classes, and coaching for men and women who are 
spiritual leaders of faith communi es.  Peace River 
Spirituality Center's ministry is ecumenical and wel-
comes people from many faith tradi ons. In addi-

on to Peace River Spirituality Center, Dr. Weller is 
a Parish Associate at Pine Shores Presbyterian 
Church where she facilitates a weekly medita on 
group and presides at a Sunday morning contem-
pla ve worship experience.  

Since moving to Florida in 2002, Dr. Weller has 
served as a Designated Pastor, Interim Pastor, 
Temporary Supply Pastor and as an Installed Pas-
tor.   She spent 6 years on the Commi ee on Minis-
try, has been Moderator of the Presbytery; and 
Moderator of the Steering Commi ee.  She cur-
rently serves on the Permanent Judicial Com-
mi ee.    

Kathleen and Sam have been married for 29 years. 
They have one son, Sean, married to Shana, and 
three grandchildren living in Bloomington, IN.  Hus-
band Sam has been a pharmacist for 39 years. Both 
enjoy living near the Gulf and Florida’s endless 
summers, with their dogs Bear and Forest though 
she s ll calls Chicago home--Go Cubs Go!  

Kathleen 
Rev. Dr. Kathleen Weller, Obl.SB 
Spiritual Director 
 

"My Deepest me is God..." 
 ‐ Catherine of Genoa 



MEET ANGELA HALL 

Angela Hall was born and raised 
in Sarasota, Florida. She spent a 
period of me living in Georgia 
at Robins Air Force Base where 
she graduated from Georgia Mil-
itary College. She has three li le 
girls: Haiden, Mackenzie & Had-
ley. Angela has worked part me 

as the financial secretary at Siesta Key Chapel 
since 2006 and joined the Pine Shores staff full 

me in December 2014. She will be joining our 
staff as of July 1, 2018 part me. 

Angela will be working remotely for us 5 
hours per week handling all our bookkeeping 
while working closely with our business/finance 
commi ee.  She can be reached via email at Ac-
coun ng@BeeRidgeChurch.org. 

CHURCH PICNIC AND CELEBRATION  

On July 1 we held our church picnic and celebrated 

our me with Pastor Penny.  We shared memories 

and gra tude for her service and the me spent with 

us.   

The fellowship commi ee provided hot dogs, baked 

beans, watermelon, chips, beverages, cake and col-

lected a good wil offering. 

Carol Chiodo spoke 

on behalf of the 

PW; Michelle 

Mullin spoke on 

behalf of the con-

grega on and pre-

sented Pastor Pen-

ny with a Stole for 

her collec on, and  

 

Kay Sanchez spoke on behalf of the Book Club Pas-

tor Penny joined. 

The Session celebrated Pastor Penny’s service at 

the June Session mee ng on the 26th. 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Submi ed by Kay Sanchez 

ANNUAL PW CHRISTMAS IN JULY PARTY 

and 

WHITE ELEPHANT  
SCOTCH CHRISTMAS GIFT EXCHANGE 

Join us Tuesday July 17 at 10 AM in Keys Hall for the 
annual fun “CHRISTMAS IN JULY” party with funny 
gi  exchange. 

We welcome all men and women to this me of 
fellowship and fun. Plan to enjoy plenty of yummy 
Christmas sweets to go with our coffee and tea. 

Come and bring a wrapped, slightly used gi  and 
encourage a friend to come along and get in on the 
fun.     

FELLOWSHIP 

MISSION OUTREACH 

We are partnering with St. Wilfred’s Episcopal Church 

to assist 100 students from Ashton Elementary.  We 

will be providing basic needs to begin the first day of 

school:  medical exam; dental checkup; haircut; back-

to-school photo & family portrait; $50 gi  card for 

clothes/uniforms; $25 gi  card for new shoes; new 

backpack filled with needed school supplies; care bag 

filled with personal care items; & box of groceries.   

WE NEED VOLUTEERS!!!  

AND DONATIONS of any amount or select a CIRCLE: 

$25 Friends of Hope (sponsors backpack and supplies 

$50 Bronze Circle of Hope (sponsors clothing) 

$75 Silver Circle of Hope (sponsors shoes and clothing) 

$100 Gold Circle of Hope (sponsors 1 child) 

$500 Pla num Circle of Hope (sponsors 5 children) 

Make check payable to Bee Ridge Presbyerian 

and note Day4Hope on memo line 

AUGUST 5, 2018 @ 6:30 PM in LWC 

 

Church World Service released a mid year up-

date.   

CROP Hunger Walks have raised more than 

$8 million in the fight to end hunger 
this year - and funds are s ll coming in for 

spring events! Thank you for the many steps you 

are taking on behalf of others. 

AUGUST 4th 2018 



The Mission of Family Promise is to help homeless 

children and their families find independent living 

facili es by providing temporary safe living facili es, 

food, job search assistance, and counseling.  Fami-

lies entering cannot be ac vely using drugs/

alcohol (we drug screen), have severe mental 

health issues, or have felony records.  The average 

stay in the program is 61 days and the na onwide 

success rate of finding apart-

ments, homes, or transi onal 

homes with employment is 

74%. 

Family Promise is a na onal net-

work consis ng of chapters and 

affiliates that partner with con-

grega ons in their community 

to provide facili es, volunteers 

and financial support to assist 

the families in need.  Currently 

in the United States, there are 

207 affiliates (6,000 congrega-

ons/180 volunteers) and an 

addi onal 39 affiliates in 44 

states are in development.   

The Sarasota Family Promise Chapter was estab-

lished in 2006 to provide shelter, food, basic 

needs (clothing, toiletries, and personal items), 

transporta on (by gas card, buspass, or even bicy-

cle) for the parents to go to job interviews or to 

work, referrals, and resources.  Some of the par-

ents who come for assistance are given computer 

help to find a job. All adults meet with an Employ-

ment Consultant who assists in job seeking/

placement and a Financial Counselor who helps 

with be er management of finances and star ng 

a savings account.  All families are given counseling 

and help with paren ng and nutri on and we also 

provide a support system including volunteers who 

are there for families each day.   

Families in need call us throughout the week. Many 

are referred by local agencies like Salva on Army, 

Resurrec on House and Manasota 2-1-1. Families 

are screened over the phone, and when we have an 

opening, they are brought in for an interview going 

over the guidelines of the program. If it's a good fit, 

then we schedule their intake.  We can assist up to 

three families at a me, for up to 90 days. 

Since 2006, 86 families have been 

served by the Sarasota Chapter.  Of 

those families 65 have graduated into 

a transi onal or permanent housing 

a er 60-65 days, IF EVERYTHING POS-

SIBLE IS DONE FOR THE FAMILIES TO 

GET BACK TO A NORMAL LIFE. 

We have a day center available to our 

guest families Sunday through Friday, 

from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Families 

who are job seeking or have the day 

off from work can use the Day Center 

as "home base" during the day. It's 

equipped with computers and inter-

net as well as a printer, TV, telephone, microwave, 

toaster, coffee maker, refrigerator and laundry. 

Family Promise is a holis c approach to the crisis of 

family homelessness. It takes a community of volun-

teers to make an impact and help our families 

achieve sustainable independence.  There are 3 

ways you can help: 

VOLUNTEER ‐ Volunteers are the heart of help-

ing our local families. We have many ways 

you can contribute to this important local 

mission either at a local congrega on or with 

the local organiza on. 



DONATE ‐ Your financial support of Family 

Promise is greatly appreciated. Dona ons 

support programs for local families that help 

them with housing, job searches and financial 

advising. 

BECOME A HOST CONGREGATION/SUPPORT 

CONGREGATION ‐ We always need congre-

ga ons of various faiths to share facili es, 

coordinate volunteers and/or offer financial 

support in providing safe shelter to our fami-

lies in transi on. 

Host congrega ons support our families on a ro-

ta ng schedule — for a week at a me 4 mes a 

year, depending on the number of par cipa ng host 

congrega ons.  Some congrega ons use their own 

facili es to host the families, and some use a house 

that we rent. Volunteers at host congrega ons pro-

vide meals and shelter, and support congrega ons 

provide more volunteers and/or financial support.  

If the Host congrega ons has an open slot for a meal 

or overnight volunteers the Support congrega ons 

assist.  O en two or three volunteers bring the even-

ing meal and enjoy the company of the guests.  At 

about 7:30, two other volunteers arrive to spend the 

night in a bedroom set up for chaperones.  The din-

ner volunteers leave when the chaperones arrive.  A 

total of about 5 people accomplish these tasks.  

The guest families have responsibili es.  They sign a 

contract agreeing to follow all Family Promise rules. 

They are expected to keep their room dy and clean, 

and clean up a er each meal and put a predeter-

mined amount from their paychecks into escrow for 

their entrance back into their own apartment or 

home at gradua on. The volunteers are not ex-

pected to ever wash dishes or care for the children. 

Between 5:00 pm and 5:30 pm each evening, fami-

lies arrive at the Host Congrega on for dinner and 

evening/overnight accommoda ons. Guest families 

and volunteers leave the host site each morning—

usually between 7:00 am and 8:00 am, or earlier 

depending on when families need to leave for 

school or work.  During the day, kids go to day 

care or school, and parents go to work or use our 

Day Center.  Everyone is expected to be in the 

building by 10:00PM with the door securely 

locked. A er a week the guest pack up and move 

to the next congrega on and the rou ne con n-

ues.  

This program is the only opportunity for homeless 

families to stay together in Sarasota County.  Fam-

ily Promise is the lowest cost program because 

the Host and Support congrega ons donate their 

me and meals. Very o en dona ons come from 

the community to assist Family Promise.  As the 

saying goes, “it takes a village.” 

Jesus was always ready and willing to help people.  

We as Chris ans have that opportunity to help 

our homeless families.  The joy of seeing the suc-

cess of the program is exhilara ng.  The children 

and parents have made many new friends and the 

volunteers have as well.  Everyone wins on gradu-

a on day.    

If you have ques ons feel free to phone Joyce 

Brandt or Beth Grindal at (941)952-1800. 

Bee Ridge Presbyterian has been a support congrega-

on for some me.  We help supply food and volun-

teers.  



This month’s Unsung Hero is JEAN DEVITO! 

Every church, service club or non-profit relies 

on its’ members to volunteer their me doing the 

101 things that must be done for that organiza on 

to be successful.  O en mes there is no formal 

duty roster, scheduling or promp ng, just a desire 

by the volunteer to serve the interests of the 

group. Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church has many 

persons who donate their me and talents to this 

church, without them we would not func on as 

smoothly we do.   

Jean DeVito is such a person here at Bee Ridge 

Presbyterian Church.  She can be seen frequently 

on our campus both Sundays and during the week.  

She is the head of the Worship Commi ee, chang-

es the banners in both churches, helps to count 

our Sunday offerings, picks up around the main 

sanctuary, supplies desserts for our spaghe  din-

ners, helps out at the church bazaar, and generally 

volunteers to assist to get things done.  I’m sure 

there are many other things that have not been 

men oned.   

Jean always has a friendly demeanor, a willing-

ness to help, and is truly interested in others.  She 

embodies the Chris an spirit of serving others, and 

ac vely par cipa ng in the life of her church.  We 

are fortunate to have Jean and her family worship-

ping with us.   

CONGRATULATIONS JEAN!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to email the name of your nominee  

and a bit about them to : 

Marke ng@BeeRidgeChurch.org  



The 223rd PCUSA General Assembly 
 The 223rd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was welcomed to St. Louis June 15-

23 with banners along the streets in the downtown area.  Presbyterians from across the na on as well as 
Missionary Advisory Delegates and PCUSA Mission Co-Workers from around the globe gathered to do the 
work of the denomina on, including our Young Adult Advisory Delegate Mariah Mar n and our Commission-
ers, Teaching Elder Jeff DeYoe, Ruling Elder Wayne Largent, Teaching Elder Bill Teng, and Ruling Elder Char-
maine Ponkratz, from Peace River Presbytery, shown in the picture to the right on the Plenary Floor of the 
General Assembly.  Also, Peace River Presbytery Stated Clerk Teaching Elder Randy Moody (me) served as a 
Floor Parliamentarian for mul ple plenary sessions of the 223rd General Assembly.  Addi onal Peace River 
Presbytery members a ending were General Presbyter Teaching Elder Graham Hart as well as Teaching El-
ders Glenn Bell, Shannon Jung, Wally Johnson, Penny Pi s, Barbara Smith, and R.C. Smith.  

The General Assembly offered mul ple opportuni es for worship and Bible study.  The Ecumenical 
Worship Service on Wednesday featured Najla Kassab, President of the World Communion of Reformed 
Churches and Minister of Word and Sacrament from the Na onal Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, 
who offered a powerful sermon urging reconcilia on and unity to break down division.  Teaching Elder Don 
Meeks, pastor of Greenwich Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, preached on Friday morning and shared  

“My Covenant for Pursuing Unity in Times of Disagreement” which states: 

In light of John 17:20-23, I will pray for and live towards unity with other Chris ans. 

In light of Ma hew 7:3-5, I will acknowledge my own prejudices, excesses and failings  

before I a empt to cri cize or correct other Chris ans. 

In light of Romans 12:10 and 18, I will trust that the inten ons of those with whom I disagree 

are honorable, and speak the best of what I see in their efforts to serve Jesus Christ. 

In light of Proverbs 18:13 and James 1:19, 

I will seek to listen with understanding before speaking my own concerns. 

In light of 1 Peter 3:15, I will contend for my convic ons  

with gentleness and respect out of reverence for Jesus Christ. 

 
Teaching Elder Cindy Kohlmann and Ruling Elder Vilmarie Cintron-Olivieri were elected Co-

Moderators of the 223rd General Assembly (on le  working with Stated Clerk Teaching Elder J. Herbert Nel-
son in picture from The Presbyterian Outlook taken on “Bow Tie Friday” at GA).  Teaching Elder Diane Givens 
Moffe  was elected the new President/Execu ve Director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency and many 
Young Adult Volunteers and Mission Co-Workers were commissioned.  Minister of Word and Sacrament Ary 
Fernandez Alban, Moderator of the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba, who preached at our February 
2018 Stated Mee ng, addressed the Assembly Wednesday night during the plenary session.     

The Way Forward Commi ee report wrestled with the legal structure of the denomina on and rede-
fining the way the six agencies (Office of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Mission Agency, the Board of 
Pensions, the Presbyterian Founda on, the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Inc., and the Presbyterian 
Publishing Corpora on) interact with and relate to one another in ministry.  Ul mately, the whole assembly 
approved restructuring the denomina on’s corpora on, beginning a new approach for the future and Teach-



PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE UPDATE 

ing Elder Bill Teng who is Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Arcadia was elected a Director of the new “A 
Corp.” board. This commi ee concluded its report with a benedic on in Greek (the original New Testament 
language), English, Korean, Spanish, and Japanese—I was able to understand all the Greek and English but 
only half the Spanish and none of the Korean or Japanese spoken which provided a great illustra on of the 
diversity and our understanding or lack of understanding of our siblings in Christ!  The Assembly approved a 
vision for the PC(U.S.A.): 

Prayerful 
Courageous 

United 
Serving 
Alive 

  
Mul ple amendments to the Book of Order were referred to presbyteries for vote, including pro-

posed changes to the required composi on of congrega on nomina ng commi ees.  GA per capita for 2019 
AND 2020 was set at $8.95 ($11.45 including Synod of the South Atlan c per capita) and the Office of the 
General Assembly as well as the Presbyterian Mission Agency were directed to implement cost containment 
measures (thank PRP Moderator Charmaine Ponkratz for her work on the General Assembly Procedures 
Commi ee)—the per capita requested before GA added budget items by their ac ons was $10.71 for 2019 
and $11.45 for 2020 for GA without the $2.50 Synod per capita for us.  A plethora of mission and social jus-

ce issues were addressed including direc ng the Commi ee on Mission Responsibility Through Investment 
to engage corpora ons with whom our agencies have funds invested to address the risks of climate 
change.  The GA encouraged peace in the Middle East, recognizing and encouraging more efforts by Israelis 
and Pales nians to “come together in building honest understanding and peace, working together to address 
inequality to pave the way to reconcilia on” and called for people to refrain from language that implies the 
incitement to violence is only from one side (thanks PRP Member Jeff DeYoe who spoke to this issue in the 
plenary session and served on the Ecumenical and Interfaith Rela ons Commi ee).  PRP Member Bill Teng 
served on the Mid Councils Commi ee, PRP Ruling Elder Wayne Largent served on the Theological and 
Church Growth Issues and Ins tu ons Commi ee, and Young Adult Advisory Delegate Mariah Mar n was a 
member of the Peacemaking, Immigra on and Interna onal Issues Commi ee. 

Personal rela onships across the denomina on were celebrated and renewed among the faithful, 
diverse members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  For comprehensive informa on about the business 
conducted, including copies of the all the reports and the ac ons of the General Assembly, go to www.pc-
biz.org. 

 ~ Rev. Dr. Randy Moody, Stated Clerk 

We will be upda ng you every 2nd and 4th Sunday from the pulpit regarding our progress.  We are fortunate 

to have Gene George as our Liaison from the Presbytery Commi ee on Ministry to help us through this pro-

cess.  We are currently working on compiling our MIF which is essen ally our Adver sement for a Pastor.  

Once that is complete, it will be sent to session for approval.  A er session approval, it will go to Presbytery 

COM for approval, then be placed in a na onal database that uses the informa on to pair us with Pastor’s 

looking for a job.  We will also be receiving some assistance from other Pastors in spreading the word to 

qualified candidates.  PNC Members are Brenda Alsum, Carol Chiodo, Dale Oswalt, Dawnmarie Daniels-

Carsky, Joe Lipson, John Hoenig, Larri Greth, Liz Ackroyd, & Michelle Mullin. 



Heaven's Love Thri  Shop 
By Kevin Frank 
Distributed by King Features 

Kevin Frank has spent his life trying to draw a cartoon that God would put on His fridge. Besides being an interna onally-syndicated 

cartoonist, Frank is also an illustrator whose clients range from publishers like Scholas c to electronic media like the Discov-

ery Channel.  This award-winning ar st, who has been profiled in the New York Times, steals his best material from his wife and 

three children.  


