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The following information is intended as a general outline to provide guidance 

about funerals and memorial services at Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church. The  ser-

vice on the occasion of death ordinarily should be held in the usual place of wor-

ship in order to join this service to the community’s continuing life and witness to 

the resurrection.  Because of its affirmation of faith in the resurrection and    com-

mitment to providing a community of concern and support, the session urges mem-

bers of the congregation to hold funerals or memorial service in the Little White 

Church or Main Sanctuary.  At times of death the bereaved are not called upon to 

face death in isolation from other Christians.  They can and should be  sustained 

and upheld by the Christian community.  These spaces remind us that God is the 

God of all the times of our lives.  

 

- 

The service will be under the direction of the pastor of the Church, who will arrange 

the details of the service in consultation with the family. Others may be invited to 

participate as leaders in the service at the discretion of the pastor. The pastor will 

discuss with the family the date, time, and place of the service and confirm    

scheduling. The service should include hymns, scripture, a sermon or brief homily,  

recollections of aspects of the life of the one who has died, and prayers of thanks-

giving, intercession, and supplication. It may include other actions as long as they 

do not detract from or diminish the Christian understanding of death and           res-

urrection. Upon request, cremains may be present in a sealed urn. Any        frater-

nal, civic or military rites should be conducted separately. “When the body is pre-

sent, the coffin should be closed before the service begins. It may be covered with 

a white funeral pall” (Book of Common Worship).  

A guest book will be provided and placed on a stand. There will be someone at the 

book stand inviting people to sign as they  enter. There will be ushers to seat 

guests.    A worship program will be provided with the assistance of the pastor, who 

will supply the information to the church  office.   The program will list the   order of 

worship. It may contain other texts and translations relevant to the service.  

 

 

 

Flowers are the responsibility of the family. Floral displays may be placed in front of 

the communion table and will be arranged there under the direction of the Worship 

Committee. A folded American flag may be placed at the Communion Table.     

Personal pictures and memorabilia may be displayed in the entry or the reception 

area, but not on or in front of the Communion Table or in the worship area.  

 

  
 

There is no facility fee for members or children of members. A facility fee is 

charged for those who are non-members of the church.  Those fees are:  

Little White Church $500 for non-members  

Main Sanctuary  $600 for non-members  

Reception   Catering service fee arranged through the  

   Congregational Care Committee 

Memorial Name Plate $115 (the bronze plate takes 8 weeks to arrive) 

 

(Checks for facility fees should made payable to Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church)  

 

 

 

These following fees apply to members and non-members of the church.  

Pastor Honorarium for pastor is at one’s discretion.  

Organist $200 — Music staff can provide guidance  

Audio Technician $85 (required for the Main Sanctuary)  

 

For more information about our services, please call Bee Ridge Presbyterian at  

(941) 921-5355 or email, info@beeridgechurch.com.  

 

(Honorarium checks should be made payable to and given directly to the individual) 

 

At the death of a church member, the Congregational Care Committee, as a part of 

its ministry to the bereaved, will host a light lunch for the family or a reception for 

the worshiping community.    

 


